


Galatians 3:23-4:7
Adopted Son or Hired Servant 

“So you are no longer a slave, but a son”



Now before faith came, we were held captive under 
the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 

revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian 
until Christ came, in order that we might be 

justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, 
we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ 

Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ. 



 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you 
are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, 
heirs according to promise. 1 I mean that the heir, 
as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, 
though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is 

under guardians and managers until the date set by 
his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were 

children, were enslaved to the elementary 
principles of the world. 



 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God 
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 
law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And 
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7 

So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God.



Galatians 3:23-4:7
Adopted Son or Hired Servant 

“So you are no longer a slave, but a son”



Three Truths 
Truth #1: Held Captive Under The Law

Verses 3:23-24, 4:1-3
Truth #2: Redeemed Through Faith in Christ to Be 

Sons of God
Verses 3:25-26, 4:4-5

Truth #3: We are Adopted Sons Rather Than 
Hired Slaves.

Verses 3:27-29, 4:6-7



Truth #1
Held Captive Under  The Law

Verses 3:23-24, 4:1-3

23 Now before faith came, we were held captive 
under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith 
would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our 
guardian until Christ came, in order that we 
might be justified by faith. 



Truth #1
Held Captive Under  The Law

The Law Was A Guardian
Galatians 3:19 “It was added because of transgressions, 

until the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made”
Galatians 4:1 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from 
a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and 

managers until the date set by his father



Truth #1
Held Captive Under  The Law

The Law Enslaves & Imprisons

Galatians 4:3  In the same way we also, when we were children, 
were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 

Galatians 5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 



Truth #1
Held Captive Under  The Law

The Law Enslaves & Imprisons
Galatians 4:3  In the same way we also, when we were children, 

were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
Colossians 2:20-22 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits 
of the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you 
submit to regulations – 21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do Not Touch” 
22 all referring to things that all perish as they are used) – according to 
human precepts and teachings?”. 
 



Truth #1
Held Captive Under  The Law

The Law Enslaves & Imprisons

23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under 
the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 

revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until 
Christ came, 



Truth #1
Held Captive Under  The Law

The Law Enslaves & Imprisons

23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under 
the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 

revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until 
Christ came, 



We Are No Longer Held Captive Under The Law

Truth #2 
Redeemed Through Faith In Christ To Be Sons 

Of God

17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished.  Matthew 5:17



We Are No Longer Held Captive Under The Law

Truth #2 
Redeemed Through Faith In Christ To Be Sons 

Of God

For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes. Romans 10:4



God Sent His Son To Redeem Us

Truth #2 
Redeemed Through Faith In Christ To Be Sons 

Of God

Galatians 4:4-5  But when the fullness of time had come, 
God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, 5a to redeem those who were under the law



God Made Us His Sons & Daughters

Truth #2 
Redeemed Through Faith In Christ To Be Sons 

Of God

Galatians 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 
God, through faith.



Adopted As Sons

Truth #3
Adopted Sons Rather Than Hired Slaves

5 to redeem those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive adoption as sons



Truths of the Adopted Son

Truth #3
Adopted Sons Rather Than Hired Slaves

1. You Are In Christ
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ

Romans 13:12-14 “The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let 
us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us 
walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in 
sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires.”



Truths of the Adopted Son

Truth #3
Adopted Sons Rather Than Hired Slaves

1. You Are In Christ
Colossians 3:10-12 and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11Here there 
is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 12 Put on then, as 
God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 



Truths of the Adopted Son

Truth #3
Adopted Sons Rather Than Hired Slaves

2. You Are No Longer A Slave

Ephesians 4:22-23 to put off your old self, which belongs 
to your former manner of life and is corrupt through 
deceitful desires, 23and to be renewed in the spirit of your 
minds, 

7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 



Truths of the Adopted Son

Truth #3
Adopted Sons Rather Than Hired Slaves

3. You Are A Son
7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 

an heir through God. 



Truths of the Adopted Son

Truth #3
Adopted Sons Rather Than Hired Slaves

4. You Are An Heir Through God

Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and 
from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will 
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the 
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.

7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then 
an heir through God. 



Truths of the Adopted Son

Truth #3
Adopted Sons Rather Than Hired Slaves

5. God Give Us His Spirit

1 John 4:13 “By this we know that we abide in him and he in 
us, because he has given us of his Spirit.”

4:6 God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come.”



Truths of the Adopted Son

Truth #3
Adopted Sons Rather Than Hired Slaves

6. God Becomes Our “Abba Father”
4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 

Mark 14:35-36 And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and 
prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 

And he said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. 
Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will."



Truths Of Those Not Yet Adopted

Truth #3
Adopted Sons Rather Than Hired Slaves

1. Never Put On Christ
2. God Does Not Send His Spirit

3. Do Not See Him As Father
4. Not An Heir Through God

5. Not An Adopted Son
6. Still A Slave



Romans 8:14-16 For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! 

Father!" 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God.

Adopted Son OR Hired Servant



Are You An Adopted Son or A Hired 
Servant? 

Galatians 4:7 So you are no longer a slave, but 
a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.




