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IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

THE WRONGS:

1. Raised In A Dysfunctional Family 
2. Hated By His Brothers 
3. Sold Into Slavery  
4. Bought By Potiphar  
5. Falsely Accused & Thrown Into Prison 
6. Forgotten By A “Friend”



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Romans 12:21



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL

• He Survived

• He Thrived

• He Resisted

• He Waited

HE DID NOT RETURN EVIL WITH 
EVIL, BUT HE RETURNED EVIL 

WITH GOOD, BY DOING WHAT 
WAS RIGHT, HE RAN



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Refused to Take Revenge

 8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize 
him. 9 Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, 
“You are spies! You have come to see where our land is unprotected.”
Genesis 42:8-9



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Refused to Take Revenge

 17 And he put them all in custody for three days.  Genesis 42:17



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Refused to Take Revenge

 19 If you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in 
prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for your starving 
households. 20 But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so 
that your words may be verified and that you may not die.” 
Genesis 42:19-20



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Refused to Take Revenge

 21 Then they said to one another, “In truth we are guilty concerning 
our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged 
us and we did not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.” 
Genesis 42:21



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Refused to Take Revenge

 11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: 
take some of the choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry a 
present down to the man, a little balm and a little honey, gum, 
myrrh, pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12 Take double the money with 
you. Carry back with you the money that was returned in the mouth 
of your sacks. Perhaps it was an oversight. 13 Take also your brother, 
and arise, go again to the man.  Genesis 43:11-13



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Refused to Take Revenge

1 Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: “Fill 
the men’s sacks with as much food as they can carry, and put each 
man’s silver in the mouth of his sack. 2 Then put my cup, the silver 
one, in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with the silver 
for his grain.” And he did as Joseph said.  Genesis 44:1-2



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Refused to Take Revenge

33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the boy as 
a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34 For 
how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see 
the evil that would find my father.”  Genesis 44:33-34



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Reconciliation

1 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by 
him. He cried, “Make everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed 
with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers.
Genesis 45:1



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Reconciliation

2 And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the 
household of Pharaoh heard it.  Genesis 45:2



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Reconciliation

3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were 
dismayed at his presence.  Genesis 45:3
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FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Reconciliation

3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were 
dismayed at his presence.  Genesis 45:3



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Reconciliation

3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were 
dismayed at his presence.  Genesis 45:3



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Reconciliation

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they 
came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold 
into Egypt.   Genesis 45:4

“nah-gash” - “coming near for the purpose of embracing or 
kissing someone.”

 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heaven laden, and I will give you 
rest.”   Matthew 11:28



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Reconciliation

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they 
came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold 
into Egypt.   Genesis 45:4



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Reconciliation

5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because 
you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.
Genesis 45:5



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – How Does He Do It?

5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you 
sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.
Genesis 45:5

• He knows nothing comes into our lives by accident 



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – How Does He Do It?

5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you 
sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.
Genesis 45:5

• He knows nothing comes into our lives by accident 

NOTHING EVER COMES INTO 
OUR LIVES BY ACCIDENT, IT IS 

EITHER DECREED OR ALLOWED 
BY AN ALL WISE, SOVEREIGN 

GOD.



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – How Does He Do It?

6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the 
next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent 
me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save 
your lives by a great deliverance.  8 “So then, it was not you who sent 
me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire 
household and ruler of all Egypt. Genesis 45:6-8

• He knows nothing comes into our lives by accident 



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – How Does He Do It?

• He knows everything God allows or decrees is for our good. 

5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you 
sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.
Genesis 45:5



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – How Does He Do It?

• He knows everything God allows or decrees is for our good. 

7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. Genesis 45:7



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – How Does He Do It?

• He knows everything God allows or decrees is for our good. 

8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me 
father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all 
Egypt. Genesis 45:8



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – How Does He Do It?

• He knows everything God allows or decrees is for our good. 

18 His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, 
we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, 
for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, as they are today. Genesis 50:18-20



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – How Does He Do It?

• He knows everything God allows or decrees is for our good. 

18 His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, 
we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, 
for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today. Genesis 50:18-20  28 And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Forgot the Past & 
                                      Focused on the Future

50 Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. 
Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him.
Genesis 41:50



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Forgot the Past & 
                                      Focused on the Future

51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. “For,” he said, 
“God has made me forget all my hardship and all my father's house.” 
52 The name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God has made me 
fruitful in the land of my affliction.”  Genesis 41:51-52
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JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Forgot the Past & 
                                      Focused on the Future

51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. “For,” he said, 
“God has made me forget all my hardship and all my father's 
house.” 52 The name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God 
has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.”  Genesis 41:51-52
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FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Forgot the Past & 
                                      Focused on the Future

51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. “For,” he said, 
“God has made me forget all my hardship and all my father's house.” 
52 The name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God has made me 
fruitful in the land of my affliction.”  Genesis 41:51-52



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

JOSEPH’S RESPONSE TO EVIL – Forgot the Past & 
                                      Focused on the Future

51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. “For,” he said, 
“God has made me forget all my hardship and all my father's house.” 
52 The name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God has made me 
fruitful in the land of my affliction.”  Genesis 41:51-52

  13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature 
think this way. Philippians 3:13-15



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

TAKING IT HOME

1. Where is your focus?
2. Which of the two things Joseph knew do you 

need to remember today to help you get unstuck?

• Nothing comes in our lives by accident, either it is 
allowed or decreed by an all wise, sovereign God. 

• Everything that happens to us happens for our ultimate 
good.



IGNITE YOUR FAITH AND START         MOVING 
FORWARD AGAIN

TAKING IT HOME

3. What steps can you take this week to begin to 
overcome the ‘evil’ in your life with good?

• Refuse to seek revenge 
• Make steps towards reconciliation 
• Forgive
• Forget the past and focus on the opportunities 

of the present


