


10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of 
his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places.

Ephesians 6:10-17



13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand 
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, 
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

Ephesians 6:10-17



15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the 
readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all 
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil 
one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  
Ephesians 6:10-17

Ephesians 6:10-17



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Logos – Whole of Scripture

7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you 
the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way 
of life, and imitate their faith. Hebrews 13:7



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Rhema – Specific Word or Saying of Scripture

36 I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give 
account for every careless word they speak,

Matthew 12:36



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Rhema – Specific Word or Saying of Scripture
12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of 
soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. Hebrews 4:12



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Rhema – Specific Word or Saying of Scripture
12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of 
soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. Hebrews 4:12

Sometimes when you are                                   
reading a passage of Scripture, the                       

words seem suddenly to come alive, take on flesh 
and bones, and leap off the page at you, or grow 

eyes that follow you around everywhere you go or 
develop a voice that echos in your ears until you 

can’t get away from it. This is the “rhema” of God, 
the sayings of God that strikes home like arrows to 

the heart. This is the sword of the Spirit,                       
the word of God. 



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and 
struck the high priest's servant and cut off his right 
ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus 
said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I 
not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”
John 18:10-11



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
Matthew 3:17
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WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
Matthew 3:17



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after 
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 
hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” Matthew 4:1-3

1. LUST OF THE FLESH



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’” Matthew 4:4

1. LUST OF THE FLESH



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him 
on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 
written, “‘He will command his angels concerning 
you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest 
you strike your foot against a stone.’” Matthew 4:5-6

2. LUST OF THE EYES



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Matthew 4:7

2. LUST OF THE EYES



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain 
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.”
Matthew 4:8-9

3. THE PRIDE OF LIFE
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of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
and him only shall you serve.’” Matthew 4:10

3. THE PRIDE OF LIFE



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came 
and were ministering to him. Matthew 4:11

3. THE PRIDE OF LIFE



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT IS THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT GOOD FOR?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

3. THE PRIDE OF LIFE
4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’” Matthew 4:4

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Matthew 4:7

10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
and him only shall you serve.’” Matthew 4:10



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT ARE WAYS TO WELD THE SWORD OF THE 
SPIRIT?
17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

1. HEARING GOD’S WORD

28 But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear 
the word of God and keep it!” Luke 11:28
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WHAT ARE WAYS TO WELD THE SWORD OF THE 
SPIRIT?
17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

1. HEARING GOD’S WORD

2. READING GOD’S WORD

3. STUDYING  GOD’S WORD
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WHAT ARE WAYS TO WELD THE SWORD OF THE 
SPIRIT?
17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

1. HEARING GOD’S WORD

2. READING GOD’S WORD

2. STUDYING  GOD’S WORD

11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica; they received the word with all 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if 
these things were so. Acts 17:11



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT ARE WAYS TO WELD THE SWORD OF THE 
SPIRIT GOOD FOR?
17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

1. HEARING GOD’S WORD

2. READING GOD’S WORD

2. STUDYING  GOD’S WORD

11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica; they received the word with all 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if 
these things were so. Acts 17:11

“Here then is the real problem                                       
of our negligence. We fail in our duty                         

to study God’s Word, not so much because it is 
difficult to understand, not so much because it is 

dull and boring, but because it is work. Our problem 
is not a lack of intelligence or a lack of passion. Our 

problem is that we are lazy.”



Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

WHAT ARE WAYS TO WELD THE SWORD OF THE 
SPIRIT?
17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

1. HEAR GOD’S WORD

2. READ GOD’S WORD

3. STUDY GOD’S WORD



TAKING IT HOME

1. WHERE OR HOW IS THE DEVIL TEMPTING YOU?

17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

2.  WHAT SWORDS OF THE SPIRIT DO YOU HAVE IN 
YOUR SPIRITUAL ARSENAL?

Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17



TAKING IT HOME
17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Overcoming Temptation With The Sword 

of the Spirit  Ephesians 6:10-17

3.  WHAT IS ONE THING YOU COMMIT TO THIS 
SUMMER TO INCREASE YOUR ARSENAL?

1. HEAR GOD’S WORD?

2. READ GOD’S WORD?

3. STUDY GOD’S WORD?


