




“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead. 2Wake up, and strengthen what 
remains and is about to die, for I have not found your 
works complete in the sight of my God. 



3Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, 
and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, 
and you will not know at what hour I will come against 
you. 4Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who 
have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with 
me in white, for they are worthy. 



5The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white 
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of 
life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his 
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’ Revelation 3:1-6



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words 
of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who 
walks among the seven golden lampstands. 
Revelation 2:1



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The 
words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.
Revelation 2:8



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The 
words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.
Revelation 2:12



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The 
words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, 
and whose feet are like burnished bronze. Revelation 2:18



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven 
stars. “‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven 
stars. “‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.
20 As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right 
hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the 
angels (or messengers) of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands are the seven churches. Revelation 1:20



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead. 4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and 
peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus 
Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
kings on earth. Revelation 1:4-5
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 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead. 4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and 
peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus 
Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
kings on earth. Revelation 1:4-5



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead. 4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and 
peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from       
Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth. Revelation 1:4-5



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
2“‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, 
and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have 
tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and 
found them to be false. 3I know you are enduring patiently 
and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not 
grown weary. 4But I have this against you, that you have 
abandoned the love you had at first. Revelation 2:1-3



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
9 “‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are 
rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews 
and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Revelation 2:9



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
13 “’I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you 
hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith. 
Revelation 2:13



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
19 “‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and 
patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the 
first. 20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is 
teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual 
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.
Revelation 2:19-20



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Condemnation
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

The church at Sardis was a morgue with a 
steeple. She seemed healthy enough on 

the outside, but on the inside 
she was dead.  (Swindoll)



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Condemnation
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.
 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh?  Galatians 3:3



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  John 3:5



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved
2. You Can’t Have Assurance

16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, Romans 8:16



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved
2. You Can’t Have Assurance
3. You Can’t Be Holy

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness,  self-control; 
against such things there is no law.   Galatians 5:22-23



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved
2. You Can’t Have Assurance
3. You Can’t Be Holy
4. You Can’t Understand the Bible

14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
1 Corinthians 2:14



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved
2. You Can’t Have Assurance
3. You Can’t Be Holy
4. You Can’t Understand the Bible
5. You Can’t Pray

18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 
supplication.. . .Ephesians 6:18



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved
2. You Can’t Have Assurance
3. You Can’t Be Holy
4. You Can’t Understand the Bible
5. You Can’t Pray

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not 
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
Romans 8:26



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved
2. You Can’t Have Assurance
3. You Can’t Be Holy
4. You Can’t Understand the Bible
5. You Can’t Pray
6. You Can’t Serve
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes 
them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same 
Lord.6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in 
everyone it is the same God at work. 7 Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved
2. You Can’t Have Assurance
3. You Can’t Be Holy
4. You Can’t Understand the Bible
5. You Can’t Pray
6. You Can’t Serve
7. You Can’t Witness

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved
2. You Can’t Have Assurance
3. You Can’t Be Holy
4. You Can’t Understand the Bible
5. You Can’t Pray
6. You Can’t Serve
7. You Can’t Witness

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8



 The Church at Sardis – Jesus, The Correspondent
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words 
of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being 
alive, but you are dead.

 What We Can’t Do Without the Holy Spirit

1. You Can’t Be Saved
2. You Can’t Have Assurance
3. You Can’t Be Holy
4. You Can’t Understand the Bible
5. You Can’t Pray
6. You Can’t Serve
7. You Can’t Witness



4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of 
my God. 
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4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of 
my God. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them. Ephesians 2:10

1 2



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of 
my God. 3Remember, then, what you received and heard. 
Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a 
thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come 
against you. 
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 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of 
my God. 3Remember, then, what you received and heard. 
Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like 
a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come 
against you. 

1 2
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4

8 “‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, 
which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, 
and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 
Revelation 3:8
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 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of 
my God. 3Remember, then, what you received and heard. 
Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like 
a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come 
against you.  
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Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do 
the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place, unless you repent. Revelation 2:5



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of 
my God. 3Remember, then, what you received and heard. 
Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like 
a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come 
against you.  
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Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against 
them with the sword of my mouth. Revelation 2:16



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of 
my God. 3Remember, then, what you received and heard. 
Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like 
a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come 
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 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
3Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, 
and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, 
and you will not know at what hour I will come against 
you. 



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
3Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, 
and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, 
and you will not know at what hour I will come against 
you. 
“Understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what 
time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and 
would not have let his house be broken into,”  Matthew 24:43



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Command
3Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, 
and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, 
and you will not know at what hour I will come against 
you. 
“You know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in 
the night.” 1 Thessalonians 5:2



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Closing Counsel
5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white 
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of 
life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his 
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Closing Counsel
5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white 
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of 
life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his 
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are 
these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I 
said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones 
coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Revelation 7:13-
14



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Closing Counsel
5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white 
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of 
life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his 
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’
I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may 
be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and 
the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint 
your eyes, so that you may see. Revelation 3:18



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Closing Counsel
5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white 
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of 
life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his 
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of 
the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was 
granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for 
the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. Revelation 19:8



 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Closing Counsel
5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white 
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of 
life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his 
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’

 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—  
Philippians 3:8-9
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 The Church at Sardis – Christ’s Closing Counsel
5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white 
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of 
life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his 
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’  32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but  whoever 
denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in 
heaven. Matthew 10:32-33



 Three Questions
1. What is your reputation?
2. What are you trying to do in the flesh that you need to 

do in the Spirit?

• Be Saved
• Have Assurance
• Be Holy
• Understand the Bible
• Pray
• Serve
• Witness



 Three Questions
1. What is your reputation?
2. What are you trying to do in the flesh that you need to 

do in the Spirit?
3. What step on Jesus’ path to spiritual restoration do 

you need to take?

• Wake Up!
• Strengthen 
• Remember 
• Keep It
• Repent


