




The Measure of a Man



11 But when Cephas (Peter) came to Antioch, I opposed 
him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before 
certain men came from James, he was eating with the 
Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated 
himself, fearing the circumcision party. Galatians 2:11-12



 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, 
but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised 
him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers[a] who are with 
me, Galatians 1:1-2



11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel 
that was preached by me is not man's gospel. 12 For I did 
not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I 
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.    
Galatians 1:11



 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to 
be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, 
they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and 
me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the 
circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the 
poor, the very thing I was eager to do. Galatians 2:9-10



 11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his 
face, because he stood condemned.  Galatians 2:11



1. Declaring that God called him
2. Declaring that Jesus Christ taught him 
3. Declaring that the apostles confirmed his message  
4. Confronting the Apostle Peter who was one of the 

leading apostles 



14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step 
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas (Peter) before 
them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not 
like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like 
Jews?”15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners; 



 16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of 
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have 
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of 
the law no one will be justified. 17 But if, in our endeavor to 
be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is 
Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 



18 For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a 
transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so 
that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. 
It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not 
nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through 
the law, then Christ died for no purpose. Galatians 2:14-21



Paul’s Rebuke
14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step 
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them 
all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a 
Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
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15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
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To Be Made Right, Declared Righteous

Justified -  “just-as-if-I’d” never sinned
“We are not simply like Adam, beginning all over again; 

we are in Christ. In the sight of God we are not only 
innocent, but as righteous as Christ is.”
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Paul’s Rebuke
15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is not justified by 
works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by 
works of the law no one will be justified.

• The Jews had the law, the Gentiles didn’t 
• The Jews had the prophets, the Gentiles didn’t
• The Jews had the covenant, the Gentiles didn’t
• The Jews had the promises, the Gentiles didn’t
• The Jews had a sign, ie circumcision, the Gentiles 

didn’t



Paul’s Rebuke
15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is not justified by 
works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by 
works of the law no one will be justified.



Paul’s Rejection
1.   Legalism  - the gospel of grace is “way too easy”

2.  License (antinomianism) – I am free to do 
anything I want
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20 For no one can ever be made right with God by 
doing what the law commands. The law simply shows 
us how sinful we are. Romans 3:20



Paul Reflects
20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised 
us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  Ephesians 2:4-6



Paul Reflects
20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.



Paul’s Return

Christ is either good for 
everything or good for 

nothing



Paul’s Return
  21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness were through the law, then Christ died 
for no purpose. Galatians 2:21



1.  Paul’s Public Rebuke
2. Paul’s Review of Justification by Faith
3. Paul’s Rejection that the Gospel of Grace 

Makes Christ a Servant or Promoter of Sin
4. Paul’s Reflection on the Exchanged Life



Taking It Home:
1. Is Christ’s death everything to me? 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast.  Ephesians 
2:8-9



Taking It Home:
1. Is Christ’s death everything to me? 

2. Am I living the exchanged life?

3. What am I doing to defend the “gospel”?
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of 
God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still 
trying to please man, I would not be a servant of 
Christ.  Galatians 1:10


