
FORGIVENESS   ● SALVATION   ● RELATIONSHIP      
ABANDONMENT  ● DISTRESS  ● TRIUMPH  ● REUNION



34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 
garments. Luke  23:34

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS



43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” Luke  23:43

WORDS OF SALVATION



WORDS OF RELATIONSHIP –
“Woman, behold your son.”

25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother 
and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene. John 19:25



45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all 
the land until the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour 

Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, 
said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at 

once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and 
put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the 

others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to 
save him.”



WORDS OF ABANDONMENT 

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My

God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”



The Sun ’s light FAILED

44 It was now about the sixth hour,[a] and there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour,[b] 45 
while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two.
Luke 23:44-45



Darkness Symbolizes Judgement

22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, 
and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt 
three days. 23 They did not see one another, nor did 
anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the 

people of Israel had light where they lived.
Exodus 10:22-23



DARKNESS:

Another Day Of  Darkness is Coming

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall 

from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then 
will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Matthew 24:29-30 (ESV)



20 the sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,

before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.

Acts 2:20 (ESV)

DARKNESS:

Another Day Of  Darkness is Coming



DARKNESS:

Another Day Of  Darkness is Coming

12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there 
was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as 

sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13 and the stars 
of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit 

when shaken by a gale. 

Revelation 6:12-17 (ESV)



JUDGMENT OF OUR SIN

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV)



JUDGMENT OF OUR SIN

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 
law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 

written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on 
a tree”

Galatians 3:13 (ESV)



JUDGMENT OF OUR SIN

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace,

and with his wounds we are healed.

Isaiah 53:5 (ESV)



Definition of Sin

“A few years ago I attempted to define sin, therefore, like this. And this is the 
root of the branch. Sin is the glory of God not honored, the holiness of God 
not reverenced, the greatness of God not admired, the power of God not 

praised, the truth of God not sought, the wisdom of God not esteemed, the 
beauty of God not treasured, the goodness of God not savored, the 

faithfulness of God not trusted, the promises of God not believed, the 
commandments of God not obeyed, the justice of God not respected, the 

wrath of God not feared, the grace of God not cherished, the presence of God 
not prized, the person of God not loved”

-John Piper



JESUS FORSAKEN BY GOD THE FATHER

46 about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a 
loud voice saying “ Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 

that is “My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me?

Matthew 27:46



SIGNIFICANCE OF “Why have you forsaken me”?

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the 

words of my groaning?
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer,

and by night, but I find no rest.

Psalm 22:1-2



SIGNIFICANCE OF “Why have you forsaken me”?

7 All who see me mock me;
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;
8 “He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him;

let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”

Psalm 22:7-8



SIGNIFICANCE OF “Why have you forsaken me”?

14 I am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint;

my heart is like wax;
it is melted within my breast;

15 my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
you lay me in the dust of death.

Psalm 22:7-8



SIGNIFICANCE OF “Why have you forsaken me”?

16 For dogs encompass me;
a company of evildoers encircles me;

they have pierced my hands and feet[b]—
17 I can count all my bones—
they stare and gloat over me;

18 they divide my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.

Psalm 22:16-18



OUR ULTIMATE TREASURE

“Do not be content till you taste. Do not be content with a 
mere theological conviction that it is good to desire God. Do 
not be content with merely desiring to desire God. And for 

God’s sake (and yours), do not be content with merely having a 
reputation with others as someone who desires God. Do not 

be content till you taste and see that the Lord is good – so 
good that you realize he not only is the best thing in this life, 

he is better than this life”



BELIEVER OR BYSTANDER ? 

47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, 
“This man is calling for Elijah” 48 And one of them at 
once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49  

But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah 
will come to save him. 

Matthew 27:47-49



BELIEVER OR BYSTANDER ? 

41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, 
mocked him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now 

from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in 
God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, 

‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 And the robbers who were 
crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.

Matthew 27:41-44



BELIEVER OR BYSTANDER ? 

Romans 3:23 (ESV)
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Romans 6:23 (ESV)
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.



BELIEVER OR BYSTANDER ? 

Romans 5:8 (ESV)
8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 10:9 ESV)
9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.



1. Don’t forget the price that Jesus paid for your sin. 

2. Don’t be content till you taste and see that the 
Lord is not only the best thing in life, he is better 
than this life. 

3. Don’t be a bystander this Easter. 

He was forsaken, so we could be forgiven !


