




People everywhere, regardless of 
their color or background are drawn 
towards homogeny, and away from 

diversity.



11 But when Cephas (Peter) came to Antioch, I opposed 
him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For 
before certain men came from James, he was eating 
with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back 
and separated himself, fearing the circumcision 
party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically 
along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray 
by their hypocrisy. 



14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step 
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before 
them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and 
not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like 
Jews?” 15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is not justified by 
works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified 
by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because 
by works of the law no one will be justified.        
Galatians 2:11-16



Peter’s Relapse
26 and from there (Galatia) they (Barnabas and Paul) sailed 
to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace 
of God for the work that they had fulfilled. 27 And when 
they arrived and gathered the church together, they 
declared all that God had done with them, and how he 
had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. Acts 14:26-27





Peter’s Relapse
28 And they remained no little time with the disciples.
 Acts 14:28
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Peter’s Relapse
 5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is 
called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, 
whose house is by the sea.” Acts 10:5-6









Peter’s Relapse
15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What 
God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This 
happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once 
to heaven. Acts 10:15-16



Peter’s Relapse
27 And as he (Peter) talked with him, he went in and found 
many persons gathered. 28 And he said to them, “You 
yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate 
with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has 
shown me that I should not call any person common or 
unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without 
objection. I ask then why you sent for me.” Acts 11:27-29



Peter’s Relapse
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit 
fell on all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from 
among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out 
even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Acts 11:44-46



Peter’s Relapse
Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for 
baptizing these people, who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him 
to remain for some days.  Acts 11:47-48



Peter’s Relapse
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.  Galatians 3:28



Peter’s Relapse
Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout 
Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word 
of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to 
uncircumcised men and ate with them.”  Acts 11:1-3



Peter’s Relapse
18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And 
they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God 
has granted repentance that leads to life.” Acts 11:18



People everywhere, regardless of 
their color or background are drawn 
towards homogeny, and away from 

diversity.



Peter’s Relapse;Tragic Consequences
13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with 
him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their 
hypocrisy.  

1. Made Peter a Hypocrite
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13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with 
him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their 
hypocrisy.  

3. Made Barnabas a Hypocrite



Paul’s Rebuke
14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step 
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them 
all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a 
Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
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Paul’s Rebuke
15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is not justified by 
works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by 
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Paul’s Rebuke

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1

1. Justification is an “act”, not a process



Paul’s Rebuke
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Paul’s Rebuke
1. Justification is an “act”, not a process
2. Justification is an act of God
3. Justification is God declaring believing sinner 

righteous
4. God justifies sinners, not “good people”

JUSTIFICATION IS THE ACT OF GOD 
WHEREBY HE DECLARES THE 

BELIEVING SINNER RIGHTEOUS IN 
JESUS CHRIST



Lessons:
1. Everyone, if not careful, drifts towards homogeny 

and away from diversity. 

2. Everyone, no matter who they are, is ”not justified 
by works of the law, but through faith in Jesus 
Christ.”



Taking It Home:
1. Where are you most likely to drift towards homogeny 

and away from diversity?

2. What possible effect, if any, has your drift towards 
homogeny and away from diversity, had on others?

3. Are there any people at church who you have not be 
“eating with” because they are not like you?

4. How do you believe a person is truly made right or 
justified before God?


