
God’s Message to the Church Today from Revelation 2 & 3



“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words 
of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who 
walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2“‘I know your 
works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you 
cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested 
those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found 
them to be false. 



3I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my 
name's sake, and you have not grown weary. 4But I have 
this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had 
at first. 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come 
to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless 
you repent. 



6Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate. 7He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will 
grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of 
God.’ Revelation 2:1-7



19 Write therefore the things that you have seen (chapter 1), those 
that are (chapters 2-3), and those that are to take place after this 
(chapters 4-22). Revelation 1:19

I. The Revelation of the Person of Jesus Christ  (Chapter 1)
II. The Revelation of the Churches of Jesus Christ  (Chapters 2-3)
III. The Revelation of the Plans of Jesus Christ for the Future              

                                                          (Chapters 4-22)



“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who 
holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven 
golden lampstands. Revelation 2:1

I. The Revelation of the Person of Jesus Christ  (Chapter 1)
II. The Revelation of the Churches of Jesus Christ  (Chapters 2-3)
III. The Revelation of the Plans of Jesus Christ for the Future              

                                                          (Chapters 4-22)



 The Church at Ephesus



The worship of Artemis was unspeakably wicked. 
Her idol was gross, many breasted monstrosity, 
popularly believed to have fallen from heaven. The 
temple was attended by numerous priests, eunuchs 
and slaves. Thousands of priestesses, who were little 
more than ritual prostitutes, played a major role in the 
worship of Artemis. The temple grounds were a chaotic cacophony of priests, 
prostitutes, banks criminals, musicians, dancers and frenzied, hysterical worshipers. The 
philosopher Heraclitus, was called the weeping philosopher because no one, he 
declared, could live in Ephesus and not weep over it’s immorality. 

 The Church at Ephesus



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Commendation
2“‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, 
and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have 
tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and 
found them to be false. 
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 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Commendation
2“‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, 
and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have 
tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and 
found them to be false. 

All-Out Effort
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 27 Do not give the devil an opportunity. Ephesians 4:27 
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1 2

3



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Commendation
6Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate.



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Commendation
14But I have a few things against you: you have some there 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they 
might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual 
immorality. Revelation 2:14



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Concern
4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first.



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Concern
4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first.

17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that 
you, being rooted and grounded in love,  Ephesians 3:17 



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Concern
4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first.

15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints,  Ephesians 1:15



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Concern
4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first.

15But practicing the truth in love, we will in all things grow 
up into Christ, who is the head.  Ephesians 4:15



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Concern
4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first.
 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And 
he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and 
first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. Matthew 22:36-39



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Concern
4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first.
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.”  John 13:34-35



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Concern
4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first.  
 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing.  1 Corinthians 13:1-2



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Correction
 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Correction
 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 

Return or  Go Back



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Correction
 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 
True Repentance: accepts the judgement of God’s Word regarding 
our condition



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Correction
 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 
True Repentance: feels grief or loss over the sorrow and pain our 
actions have caused Christ and others 



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Correction
 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 
True Repentance: turning away from the sin and returning to its 
past life of love



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Correction
 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Correction
 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 

repeat



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Correction
 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 

repeat

Genuine repentance leads to 
real change.



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Correction
 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 8 Therefore produce fruit that proves your repentance, and don’t 
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I 
tell you that God can raise up children for Abraham from these 
stones! Luke 3:8



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Closing Counsel
  7He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat 
of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’ 



 The Church at Ephesus – Christ’s Closing Counsel
  7He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat 
of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’ 



 Three Questions
1. How do your strengths compare with the strengths of 

the church in Ephesus?
2. How is your love for God today? 
3. What is one thing you need to do today to restore your 

first love? 
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