What is The Manger?
Christmas.  It’s the most wonderful time of the year.  For most, the word itself enlivens the senses.  Can you hear the carols playing?  Can you smell the turkey roasting?  Can you see the wonder in the children’s eyes as they study the wrapped packages under the Christmas tree?  For most, Christmas is a wondrous time where families are united, gifts are shared, and memories are made.  But for many, Christmas is a burden.  Many homes lack the funds for daily food, let alone a special meal.  Christmas gifts are a well intentioned hope that fades a little each day as December 25th approaches.  To these parents, Christmas day serves as a reminder of their inability to provide for their children.  
The Manger helps families in need by providing a Christmas shopping experience that is an affordable option.  Parents and caretakers have the opportunity to shop for 3 gifts for each household member and are charged only $2 for each member’s gifts.  For instance, a family of four can purchase 12 gifts, 3 for each family member, for only $8.  By selecting and paying for their own gifts, parents find dignity in providing Christmas presents for their own families.  Their chosen gifts are wrapped free of charge and taken home for Christmas morning.  A makeshift chapel is also staffed for those who need a friend to talk to or who want to know more about the manger of long ago and the Baby who lay there.  No one should have to make a choice between buying a Christmas present for their child and paying a utility bill.  Christmas shouldn’t hurt people.  Help us give “the gift of giving” this Christmas season!
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“Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.”

